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The Lord is risen! The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
I thank you God for most this amazing day
For the leaping greenly spirits of trees
For a blue true dream of sky
For everything which is infinite, which is natural, which is Yes.
-- e e cummings
The big word for Easter is "alleluia"--- which is a code word meaning yes, yes, hooray and wow! A whole heap of delight! Someone has said that there are three important words in the English Language: Yes, No, and Wow. Easter is a dramatic YES to new life, NO to the power of sin and death, and WOW to the total process. Alleluia! The Lord is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
If the Lord is risen, then we are surrounded by Easter. Properly understood, every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. But is Easter more than a day? Can Easter describe who we are? Can we become Easter People? Can we carry resurrection faith in our bloodstream and in our behavior--even on our worst days? 
First we have to get through our resistance. Let’s face it---the news of resurrection is hard to take in. It’s hard to believe it. That’s why, when the women brought the first Christian sermon ever preached: "The Lord is risen!," the response of the disciples was disbelief. The words seemed like "an idle tale." We’d say "empty talk" or "silly story" or nonsense. 
It may be that the news of Easter was too overwhelming to the disciples. Tom Long tells the story from years ago when a young son was a great fan of Captain Kangaroo and Mister Rogers. (Some old timers here will remember their TV programs—before Sesame Street and Nickelodeon.) This little boy faithfully watched both of their television shows, and one day it was announced that Mister Rogers would be paying a visit to the Captain Kangaroo show. The boy was ecstatic. Both of his heroes, together on the same show! (If we updated this for our present time, it would be like the Duke fan waiting to see Shane Battier and Jesus on the same TV show.) 
Every morning the boy would ask, "Is it today that Mister Rogers will be on Captain Kangaroo?" Finally the great day arrived, and the whole family gathered around the TV. The boy watched for a minute, but then, surprisingly he got up and wandered from the room. His father was puzzled and followed the boy: "What is it, son? Is anything wrong?" The boy replied, "It’s too good. It’s just too good."
Maybe the news of the resurrection is just too good, too good to take in.
But when we do take it in, we realize that resurrection is at the heart of the Christian faith. St. Paul says, "If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile." (I Cor. 15:17)
What makes resurrection so central for our faith? Sometimes one word can make a lot of difference. One day in a Scripture class someone said, "I’ve got the word for resurrection." She said, "It means re-connection!" She went on to explain that even when we are depressed and grieving, we get re-connected to God’s new life. Resurrection is re-connection.
That’s why I’m always glad that so many people show up on Easter. Even if you don’t come to church the rest of the year, you’ve picked the right day to show up. The important thing is to show up for resurrection, re-connection. Then we can join this community in shouting "alleluia." Ring the bells! Sing the Hallelujah Chorus! Why? Because today we get re-connected with the God who brings Jesus---and us--- back to life. We are re-connected to the God who gives second chances. Even the worst that humans can do cannot remove God’s power of hope and newness that we celebrate today.
But some of us are slow to get re-connected. We’re not too different from the first disciples – who were "slow of heart to believe" the resurrection news. They heard it as "an idle tale." Tom Long suggests that one clue to their resistance might be found in what the disciples are called in Luke’s account of the story. First Luke states that the women told the news of resurrection to "the eleven," but later Luke changes their title to "the apostles," those who are SENT. 
If the Jesus story ended on Friday, the disciples can simply be "the eleven" (the original twelve minus Judas). After some time of grief work, they can go back to business as usual. End of story. But if the news of Sunday is true, they must become "apostles," those sent to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth. If they are apostles, then there’s a chance that they will become Easter people—They know that Good Friday is not the final word; they know that God is bringing new life through all our ups and downs, our tensions and strife, our illness and pain, our agony and ecstasy. (from Tom Long, "Empty tomb, empty talk" in Christian Century, April 4, 2001)
Can we become Easter people, resurrection people? Only if we are willing to be re-connected to God and God’s life-giving energy. That takes our consent, our "yes," our surrender to God. It is from God that we live and move and have our being. It is from God that we get a second chance, a new beginning. It is from God that we get re-connected with who we are intended to be. It is from God’s life that we become apostles, those sent out to be Easter people.
There is a familiar story that Loren Eiseley, the naturalist, tells. I confess that I feel a deep connection to this story; there is a biblical quality to it. Eiseley once spent time in a seaside town called Costabel, where he spent the early morning hours walking on the beach. Each day at sunrise he found townspeople combing the sand for starfish that had washed ashore during the night. They planned to kill them and sell them for commercial purposes. This practice, for Eiseley, was a sign, however small, of all the ways the world says NO to life.
One morning Eiseley got up unusually early and discovered a solitary figure on the beach. This man, too, was gathering starfish, but each time he found one alive, he would pick it up and throw it as far as he could out beyond the breaking surf, back to the nurturing ocean from which it came. As the days went by, Eiseley found this man each morning, involved in his mission of mercy, seven days a week, no matter what the weather. Eiseley named this man "The Star Thrower." Here on the beach of Costabel the strong reached down to save, not crush, the weak. And Eiseley then wonders if there is a star thrower at work in the universe, a God who says No to death, a God whose nature is mercy and life-giving love? (adapted from Parker Palmer, The Promise of Paradox.)
Easter People are those who have found re-connection to God’s life-giving energies. But you can’t keep Easter to yourself. There is truth in the old saying that you can’t keep it unless you give it away. Easter people take their cues from God: reaching out to care for the vulnerable, the weak, the suffering, and the poor. These were the ones Jesus reached out to; and we continue his ministry. That’s how we pass along the Easter reality.
This week in Washington there will be a meeting to announce a new movement to reduce or abolish child poverty in this country. It is a disgrace that in the wealthiest country in the world that now 20 percent of children live in poverty and 11 million children have no health insurance. The highest numbers of people now homeless are children—like starfish stranded on a seashore.
This situation is an offense to God. Child poverty is child abuse and neglect. We all know it doesn’t have to be this way. That’s why this week the Children’s Defense Fund, led by Marian Wright Edelman, will announce the emergence of a major initiative in Congress and throughout the country to leave no child stranded on the beach of poverty. The star throwers will be summoned this week to join the movement, calling for the elimination of child poverty in the United States.
We know it can be done. The resources are available. We just need the will, the compassion, and the star throwing energy to make it happen. I hope that we will send our Easter people, our apostles, to join the movement and insist that every child has a God-given right to a new life, a second chance---a re-connection with the life-giving resources. This is exactly what our mission in Walltown is all about, making sure that children living four blocks from this church don’t end up trapped on the sand of poverty.
The image of the star thrower takes us to the water, the nurturing water. And so today on Easter Sunday, we head for the waters of baptism. For here we see the vivid image of the resurrection. We are buried with Jesus in the likeness of his death, and we are raised with him in the likeness of his resurrection. Today Caroline McCraw and Lauren McKinney are given a new life. 
Likewise, today we Easter people remember our baptism, and we pray that God will re-connect us to the excessive delight of new life. Then, may we leave here to be star throwers, Easter people, for Jesus sake. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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